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Regional

LGBT community still faces stigma, stereotypes
With the federal government and more
and more states giving legal status to
gay couples, members of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community have become more accepted as
active and important members in society.
However, even with the unprecedented
pace of the change in their legal status,
members still face issues of prejudice,
discrimination, harassment and even violence.

Aldemaro Romero Jr.
College Talk
To talk about these issues we assembled
a group of experts from Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. They were Kevin
Cannon, chair of the department of sociology and criminal justice, who is an expert
in the area of law enforcement and the
LGBT community; Aminata Cairo, an assistant professor of anthropology, who is an
expert in the area of stigma and health care;
Michael Shaw, chair of the department of
chemistry, who knows about stereotypes of
gay men in science and how science itself
has at times hindered the progress of this
community; and Gary Hicks, chair of the
department of mass communications, who
is an expert on the portrayal of the LGBT
community in the media. Of all issues facing the LGBT community, the saddest has
to be violence – violence that has on many
occasions resulted in deaths.
“A lot of the violence against people in
the LGBT community is because people
feel they do not fit the gender stereotypes,
or the gender expectations for what men
and women are supposed to be,” said
Cannon. “Most of that violence is directed
toward homosexual males. Frequently you
see people who are out in public interacting with each other in a way that indicates
it is a romantic relationship and not just a
friendship. Many times others will see that
as a threat to their own masculinity.” But
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Medics from the Edwardsville
Fire Department treated him, and he
was driven to Anderson Hospital, in
Maryville, where he was pronounced
dead.
Heroin buttons were found inside
the house, along with syringes,
hypodermic needles and other drug
paraphernalia, according to the statement. Police later learned that someone other than the victim had purchased the heroin in St. Louis.
In 2009, seven people died from
heroin overdoses.
A year later, there were 18. And
after the record-setting year in 2011,
heroin deaths dropped slightly in
2012, to 21.
There are several reasons why
heroin continues to be an epidemic,
Gibbons said.
“The addiction is absolutely overwhelming,” he said. A user’s goal
quickly becomes doing whatever it
takes to get the next fix. “Getting
high becomes their sole purpose in
life,” he said. “It becomes their entire
life. Because of that, they take a lot
of risks.”
And today’s heroin is more potent
- three-to-four times stronger than
the heroin in the 1970s and ‘80s,
Gibbons said. “You never know the
purity of this stuff,” he said.
And it may only take once. In the
area’s highest profile case to date, a

COURT
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The pair sought not only a refund
of the fee, but also an injunction
barring the counties from collecting
any such fees in the future.
A trial court found the fee constitutional.
Smith-Silk and Koziacki appealed.
The fee, they argued, was actually a tax “that was being used to
fund what they believe is a general welfare program,” according
to Gibbons’ release. The appellate
court disagreed. The money, they
noted, is deposited each month into
a fund for the mutual site exchange
program. That money “improves
the operation of the courts thereby reducing the burden on courts
caused by litigation stemming from
custody exchanges run amok.”
The fees are permitted by a state
law, passed in 2000, that allows the
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In the past, Parks Department representatives took instantly-developing photos with a Polaroid camera.
Technology, however, has all but
eliminated those types of photos as
the film is both expensive and hard
to find.
And even though December weather can range from warm and sunny to
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From left are: Drs. Aminata Cairo, Kevin Cannon, Michael Shaw and Gary Hicks, participants of the panel.
even when there is no violence, the issue of
acceptance – and fear of not being accepted
– can keep some people in the closet. There
are, however, some, like Shaw, who have
had a very different experience.
“I have never experienced negative
interactions with my own faculty and colleagues at SIUE or anywhere else for that
matter,” Shaw said. “I perhaps have been
very, very, sheltered. When I interviewed
at SIUE in 1998 I was very impressed with
what I saw. The first day of the interview I
kept to myself, kind of quiet about my partner and I. We had been together for almost
a decade at that point. The second day of
the interview I started my first interview
with the provost and I basically said, ‘well
here is my issue, I’m gay, I have a partner
and he’s undergoing some education and
is going to need to transfer to SIUE.’ But I
was told that was not a problem.
“I talked to my colleagues about it. At
the end of the day I spoke to my chair
and told him if there is a problem with me
being gay please do not offer me the posi-

17-year-old Triad High School cheerleader named Shannon Gaddis died
after trying heroin for the first time
in January of 2011.
It has also become easy to get.
In the St. Louis area, heroin has
been plentiful and cheap. And while
heroin has traditionally been injected
into a user’s veins, today’s heroin
users are also likely to eat it, snort it,
or smoke it. “You don’t need a needle
any more,” Gibbons said.
It has become so prevalent that
Gibbons estimates that someone overdoses – not always to a fatal extent – in
Madison County every day.
Keeven said that a spike in heroin
deaths is usually followed by a drop
off. But after a while people forget
how deadly heroin actually is, and
heroin deaths spike again.
Those seeking help for a heroin addiction can call Wellspring
Resources Center, in Alton, at 4622331, or Chestnut Health Systems, in
Granite City, at 877-4420.
Chestnut has been around since
1973. They operate mental health
and chemical dependency centers in
central and southern Illinois.
In addition to helping users,
Chestnut offers a program called
“In It Together,” aimed at the user’s
parents, siblings, and friends.
“It provides support for significant
others,” said Susan Taylor, Chestnut’s
Director of Adult Substance Abuse.
“It helps people answer the question
‘How can I deal with a loved-one’s
addiction?’”
“This,” she added, “is not a victimless disease.”
fees to be charged to defray the costs
of operating a neutral custody site
where parents exchange custody of
their children.
The facility operates out of the
county’s Wood River Facility.
“The Madison County Kids’
Corner provides a safe and secure
place for children to transition
between parents during stressful
custody or visitation situations,
making sure that kids don’t witness conflict between their parents
that can arise during the exchange,”
Gibbons wrote in the release.
The MCKC helps the Family
Court fulfill its mission to look out
for children’s best interests, Gibbons
said. “Protecting children is one of
the highest priorities of our justice
system, and defending the constitutionality of neutral site fees that
support Kids’ Corner and our rights
to collect them have been completely vindicated not only at the trial
court, but at the Appellate Court as
well.”
cold and snowy, Verheyen said the
crowds are never fazed.
“Even if it snows, people still come
out,” she said. “It makes for a better
picture with a little snow in the background.”
While Santa is the draw for the children, the location and price – it’s all
free – seem to appeal to parents.
“They’re not going into a crowded
mall,” Verheyen said. “They come,
they get to be outside at City Park
and it’s free.”
For more information, contact the
city’s Parks Department at 692-7538.

tion and he said, ‘Why would there be any
problem?’ So I was offered the position
and I have been happy here ever since.”
Yet this positive experience is not universal, or even that common, and because
of that many members of the LGBT community suffer from depression and other
psychological issues. But because of the
stigma and fear of rejection, not everyone
seeks the help that they need.
“You have people from the LGBT community who will function as counselors,
as psychologists,” said Cairo. “Generally
it is a very small community where people
feel safe to go and where people really
understand what the issues are. Being
trained as a clinical psychologist, those
issues were not even present in my training. So you kind of have to learn on the
job.
“And because the LGBT community is
so small, if someone goes to a psychologist and doesn’t get help there, then word
will spread really fast that you don’t
need to go there. So it becomes word of

mouth where there are safe places to go,
where there are people who understand
us, where there are people who can support us. So in one answer, there are communities where people go, but they are
very small. I also hear from professionals
that they would love to help if they only
knew how. It is not part of our regular
training. But I think it is one of the things
we are working on. I think we are starting
to recognize that we need to do better as
far as reaching out to those people who
are not represented.” Another issue that
has been hurting the LGBT community
is that of stereotypes that perpetuate the
idea that gay males are feminine and lesbians are all manly.
“There is no question that those stereotypes have been extremely harmful. For
people in my discipline we accept it as
pretty much dogma that there is no other
cultural institution that is more powerful
in forging people’s identities not only of
themselves but also of other people as the
mass media,” said Hicks. “Whether we’re

talking about law enforcement, healthcare, or the ability to appear as a scientist
or in a non-traditional role, these are
images that the media over time have
helped to exclude the LGBT community
from through different stereotypes and
stigmas.
“The stereotypes about what is masculine and what is feminine are simply
markers that have been developed over
time,” Hicks added. “And Hollywood has
exaggerated them, and by doing so has
perpetuated these ideas over the years so
that we now see, with very rare exceptions, gay characters and lesbian characters written into scripts where they have
these markers of either being feminine or
masculine.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning
at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached
at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Edwardsville High School student Juliet Horsley receives her Rotary Club Student of the Month Award.

Horsley named Rotary Student of the Month
For the Intelligencer
The first Rotary Club Student of the Month
Award for the 2013-2014 school year was awarded to Edwardsville High School student, Juliet
Horsley.
Fittingly nominated by her English teacher,
Ronna Renken, Juliet plans to pursue a degree in
either Linguistics or English. Horsley is currently
considering Wheaton College, the University of
Illinois Champaign-Urbana, and Yale for further
education after high school.
A member of Student Venture (a peer lead
bible study), EPIC (Edwardsville Peer Influence

Club), the Film Society, French Club, along
with both National Honor Society and French
Honor Society, Juliet remains very active in the
Edwardsville community.
In what free time she has, Juliet enjoys reading, writing, and music. Juliet has been a
recipient of numerous awards including State
Recognition in the Young Author Competition
in 2010, the French Foreign Language Award in
both 2011 and 2012, a classification of Superior
Piano Performance at the Federation Music
Festival from 2007-2012, third place in the SIUE
Friends of Lovejoy Writing Library
Competition this year, and even an Honorable

Mention in the National Ayn Rand Essay
Competition in 2012. Juliet, though a lover of
writing and languages, even spends some time
at the drawing board. The French Club recently
chose her design as the logo for their T-shirts
this school year.
The Edwardsville Rotary Club recognizes
a student each month September through
April. Each May, Edwardsville High School
staff chooses one of the monthly winners
for the $1,500 Webb Lewis Scholarship. The
awards have been given since 1996 and the
Edwardsville Rotary Club has given out over
$25,000 in scholarships to date.

MidAmerica teams up with Chinese airport
For the Intelligencer
MidAmerica St. Louis Airport (BLV) and
Ningbo Lishe International Airport (NGB)
made public today a November 14, 2013 Joint
Resolution agreement outlining authorization for
licensing of the “MidAmerica Fresh” trademark
to shippers of products from MidAmerica to
Ningbo, China. The agreement states both parties will “jointly select and license the use of the
“MidAmerica Fresh” to “importers, distributors
and retailers in the Peoples Republic of China.”
This is another significant step in establishing
the unique perishable air commerce trade route
between both airports.
With this agreement MidAmerica’s partner
in China will ensure the property rights to the
trademark are enforced and that all products
with the licensed trademark are ones that have
been handled on the new trade route linking
MidAmerica and China. That trade route is characterized by a closed perishable processing air
cargo route aimed specifically at establishing controlled temperature handling and transportation
between both airports to connect American fresh
product shipments to China. The US trademark is
registered with The China Trade Mark Office.
This step is yet another in the overall plan
announced at The International Air Cargo Forum
in Atlanta in October 2012, whereby both airports

agreed to: 1) assist in organizing freight originating from each airport; 2) assist air carriers to start
new air service; 3) assist all trade route users
with government approvals and support, and 4)
coordinate joint discussions and joint marketing
to users of the trade route.
The Ningbo delegation was led by Mr. Song
Jiqing, Chairman of Ningbo International Airport
and Logistics Administration Committee and
four other top officials. During the visit the
group toured the newly expanded North Bay
Produce, Inc refrigeration, processing and distribution center. The North Bay center completed expansion from 36,488-square-feet to
56,370-square-feet of the refrigerated, perishable
warehouse at MidAmerica. For North Bay, an
international, grower-owned, year-round, fresh
produce marketing and distribution cooperative, headquartered in Traverse City, Mich., the
company’s expansion to MidAmerica Airport
was a key step in its plans to open the Asian
trade lane that is integral to the company’s future
growth. The Chinese delegation learned of the
building operations first hand and will return
to Ningbo to ensure their perishable center for
receipt of USA goods is similar. Ningbo aims to
have the same perishable handing characteristics
as MidAmerica.
MidAmerica has led four trade missions to
Ningbo to facilitate discussions between USA

exporters and Chinese buyers. Those companies
have mainly been in the perishable family of
products, such as fresh meats, fish, fruits, vegetables and chilled processed commodities. During
the Ningbo delegation visit this month, some of
the companies updated them on freight needs.
“Our partnership with the Ningbo Municipality
and Ningbo Lishe International Airport has
been an example of excellent second tier airport
cooperation to support their international aims,”
said St. Clair County Chairman Mark Kern. “We
look forward to having goods and services passing on the Ningbo-MidAmerica-Latin America
trade route in both directions. MidAmerica and
Ningbo Lishe Airports are well equipped to
handle high value dry goods and perishables
in a safe, secure, efficient and economical way.
Now those goods providers are assured when
they produce “MidAmerica Fresh” products
for air export to Ningbo, China that Mr. Song
and his administration will ensure the value is
upheld.”
Mr. Song remarked “It is a great honor to visit
St. Clair County and my partner MidAmerica St.
Louis Airport. We are diligently working every
day, building our steps on this trade route. This
visit was exceptional as it gave me and my delegation a greater understanding of our mission
to be the partner in hosting perishable trade into
China from the USA."

